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and bloody divisions. It can be done, and the
United States stands ready to help.

We must do all we can to help civil soci-
eties free themselves from the shackles of
repression, to sustain their fragile democ-
racies, and to defeat the forces of destruction
that threaten all of us. That’s why America
stands with Nelson Mandela and the South
African people through economic assistance,
through trade and investment to help them
to build the thriving democracy they so richly
deserve, and why we’re working to help the
Haitian people stand up and reclaim their
freedom and their future, too.

Now I’d like to ask President Mandela to
speak with you.

[At this point, President Mandela discussed
his visit to the United States and thanked the
American people for their friendship.]

President Clinton. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. This week I pledged to President
Mandela that the United States will continue
to support his nation just as we have since
before his election. And I want to encourage
all of our citizens and especially our busi-
nesses to accept the President’s invitation to
invest, to build in his country, to visit his
country. A flourishing South Africa involved
in the rest of the world is in our interest.

President Mandela was right the other day
when he called the transformation of his
country an achievement of all humanity. The
kind of peaceful development we’re seeing
in South Africa will inspire progress all
around the world. Now South Africa is a
model for building the open, tolerant soci-
eties that share our values. And when we look
around the world at the stirring changes in
Russia, the moving developments in North-
ern Ireland, the stunning achievements of
the peace initiatives in the Middle East, we
see the prospects for democracy and peace
growing. Our mission is to build a new world
for our children, more democratic, more
prosperous, more free of ancient hatreds and
modern means of destruction. This is no easy
task. But more nations than ever are choosing
democracy, and more are embracing the val-
ues of tolerance that allow each of us to make
the most of our God-given potential. Free-
dom is on the march, and that is good news
for all of us.

Once again, let me thank the symbol of
freedom for the world, President Mandela,
for visiting us here in the United States. And
thank you all for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:53 p.m. on
October 7 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 8.

Remarks on Iraq

October 8, 1994

Before I leave today I just wanted to say
one thing. I have been briefed by the Na-
tional Security Advisor on the situation in
Iraq. We have discussed the measures I have
ordered to deal with the situation. And I want
to make it clear one more time, it would be
a grave error for Iraq to repeat the mistakes
of the past or to misjudge either American
will or American power.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Camp David, MD.

Statement on California Desert
Legislation

October 8, 1994

Today’s passage of the California desert
bill is a clear-cut victory for the people of
California and everyone across America who
cares about this Nation’s great natural herit-
age. We all owe a debt of gratitude to Senator
Dianne Feinstein for her tireless efforts to
bring together a bipartisan coalition in Con-
gress that ensured its passage.

The passage of this important environ-
mental legislation is a testament to Dianne
Feinstein’s skillful leadership, perseverance,
and determination to do the right thing for
the people of California.
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